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well as he could without parliamentary assistance/* after the dissolution of his second Parliament, was a fatal addition to his burdens. " I doubt not to say it drank up his spirits, of which his natural constitution afforded a vast stock, and brought him to his grave."
Private griefs also contributed their share to his load. In February, 1658, Robert Rich died, the husband of Cromwell's youngest daughter Frances, married only four months earlier. On the 6th of August following, died Elizabeth Claypole, his favourite daughter, after a long and painful illness. The Protector was much with her in her last days, and his " sense of her outward misery in the pains she endured took deep impression upon him/'
A little time after his daughter's funeral, Cromwell fell ill of an ague, or intermittent fever, but in a few days he seemed to shake it off and to regain strength. On August 2Oth, George Fox, going to Hampton Court to plead with the Protector '* about the sufferings of Friends," met him riding in the Park at the head of his guards. " Before I came to him," says Fox, " I saw and felt a waft of death go forth against him, and when I came to him he looked like a dead man." The next day Cromwell fell sick again, but he felt certain that the prayers put up for him would be answered, and was assured that he would recover. " Banish all sadness from your looks, and deal with me as you would with a serving man," he said to a doubting physician. " You may have skill in the nature of things, yet nature can do more than all physicians put together; and God is